
   

 

 
 
Liverpool Nurseries Cottage   
Field Lane, Fazakerley, Liverpool, L10 0AG   

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

12/11/2012  
Not Applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: 2   

Previous inspection: Not Applicable  

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children who 
attend 

2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 2 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years provision 2 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

 

This provision is good 

  
 Relationships between staff and children are relaxed, positive and supportive; 

consequently, children feel safe, confident and settled at the nursery. 
  

 A strong partnership with parents and other agencies ensures each child's unique needs 
are known and effectively met, helping children to reach their full potential. 

  

 There is a spacious, welcoming environment, which supports children's all-round 
development and emotional well-being and provides a range of experiences that 
develop children's growing independence. 

  

 A clear line of management provides good support to staff at all levels. Planning and 
assessment are monitored to make sure they are consistent, precise, and display an 
accurate understanding of all children's skills, abilities and progress. 

  

   

It is not yet outstanding because 

 
 There is scope to enhance the role play area to provide further number resources and a 

range of print for children to consolidate their learning through their imaginative play. 
  

 There are brief occasions when staff miss opportunities to promote children's good 
social skills, which means children are not developing these at all times. 
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Information about this inspection 

Inspections of registered early years provision are scheduled: 

 at least once in every inspection cycle. The current cycle ends on 31 July 2016 

 more frequently where Ofsted identifies a need to do so, for example where provision 
was previously judged as inadequate 

 brought forward in the inspection cycle where Ofsted has received information that 
suggests the provision may not be meeting the legal requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage; or where assessment of the provision identifies a need for early 
inspection 

 prioritised for inspection where we have received information that the provision is not 
meeting the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and which suggests 
children may not be safe 

 at the completion of an investigation into failure to comply with the requirements of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
 
The provision is also registered on the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare 
Register. This report includes a judgment about compliance with the requirements of that 
register. 
  
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the children's rooms and outdoor area.  
  

 The inspector met with the provider, manager and deputy manager.  
  

 The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times during the inspection.  
  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents and carers spoken to on the day.  
  

 

The inspector looked at children's learning journeys, planning documentation, 
evidence of suitability of staff working in the setting and a range of other records, 
policies and procedures.  

  

  

Inspector  

Lynne Naylor 
 

Full Report 

Information about the setting 

The Cottage Day Nursery is run by Liverpool Nurseries (Cottage) Limited and was 
registered in 2012. It is one of three settings run by the company. It operates from a 
detached house in Fazakerley, Liverpool. Children are cared for in three rooms on the 
ground floor and two rooms on the first floor. They have access to two enclosed outdoor 
play areas. The nursery opens Monday to Friday from 7am to 6pm, all year. Children 



Inspection report: Liverpool Nurseries Cottage, 12/11/2012  3 of 9 

 

 

 

 

attend for a variety of sessions.  
 
The nursery is registered on the Early Years Register. There are currently 154 children on 
roll in the early years age group. The nursery receives funding for the provision of free 
early education to children aged three and four years. The nursery supports children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities and children who speak English as an 
additional language. The nursery employs 37 members of childcare staff. Of these, 35 
hold an appropriate early years qualification to level 3 or above. This includes three staff 
who are qualified to level 5 and one to level 6. One staff member has Early Years 
Professional Status. The nursery is a member of the National Day Nursery Association. The 

nursery receives support from the local authority. 

   

What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
  
 increase opportunities for children to see and use numbers and a range of print in 

their play, for example, by enhancing resources in the role play situations 
  

  

 review the deployment of staff both before and after lunch and tea times to make 
sure children's good social skills are consistently promoted. 
  

  

 Inspection judgements 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend 

 
Parents spoken to at the inspection feel all the staff are very approachable. A flexible 
induction process helps them to settle their child in to the nursery. Parents are well 
informed about the Early Years Foundation Stage. This is because, on specially organised 
parent evenings, staff explain how different activities promote children's development. 
Staff encourage parents to support and share information about their children's learning 
and development at home. Every day, parents receive information about what their child 
has been doing, verbally and on a written diary sheet. During the day, parents are also 
able to view all of the activity in their child's room through a web camera. Parents have 
additional access to a wealth of information about the nursery on notice boards, in readily 
available files, newsletters and on the website.  
 
Staff have a secure understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage and the seven 
areas of learning. They use recently enhanced systems to regularly observe and assess 
children's progress and effectively plan suitably challenging activities. These support 
children to make good progress. Children's learning journals contain a range of 
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information, including annotated photographs and written observations. Children are 
interested and keen learners who display the characteristics of effective learning. Each 
child's good progress continues as they move up to the next room with a higher age range 
due to a carefully planned transition. Visits and a written report completed by staff and 
parents provide the child's new key person with an accurate assessment of children's prior 
skills, knowledge and understanding.  
 
Children's progress in the prime areas of learning ensures they have the key skills needed 
for the next steps in their learning, including school when they reach that stage. Children 
are effectively supported in the acquisition of communication and language skills and in 
their physical, personal, social and emotional development. Babies' listening skills are 
encouraged as they make different sounds with musical instruments and as they bang 
wooden spoons on to metal items. Children extend their vocabulary as they repeat new 
words, such as 'splish' and 'splash' as they walk through puddles on their bear hunt in the 
garden. Children choose to look at books and listen to stories read to them individually 
and in small groups. Their regular visits to the library and the mobile library instil a love of 
reading. Children enjoy painting, writing and drawing using a range of readily available 
materials, including pens, crayons and chalks. These enjoyable activities promote their 
writing skills and their creativity. While there is scope to enhance the resources in the role 
play areas to provide opportunities for children to practise writing skills and use numbers 
for a purpose during imaginative play. Staff promote children's learning through other free 
play activities. For example, children explore technology as they operate computer 
programmes. Children develop physical skills as they manipulate, roll and cut dough. 
Children identify numerals as they place them on a magnetic board and are prompted to 
count, for example, how many children are in the line to go outdoors.  
 
Children increase their understanding of the world as they visit the garden centre and go 
to look at the geese in the park. They enjoy visits from the police with their horses and 
watch the police dogs search for hidden items in the garden. Children enjoy experiences 
which relate to their own culture and raise their awareness of the culture of others. For 
example, at Diwali children talk about light. They take torches into the garden and visit 
the garden centre to look at a range of lighting. Following children's experience of bonfire 
night, they use glue, glitter and paint to create pictures.  
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 

 
Children develop warm relationships with caring staff. A high percentage of staff are well 
qualified and throughout the day, staffing levels are maintained at a higher level than the 
minimum required. Despite this, there are times when staff in the toddler's and older 
children's rooms are involved in other activities and miss opportunities to support good 
social skills. These times are brief and mainly before and after mealtimes when staff are 
not deployed to full effect. However, children are beginning to develop an understanding 
of acceptable behaviour. This is because, generally, staff sort minor disagreements quickly 
and sensitively. Staff effectively promote children's self-esteem and confidence. Children 
receive praise for achievements and positive behaviour. 
 
Children are becoming competent at managing their personal needs relative to their ages. 
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For example, young children adeptly wipe their own faces after lunch. Children help 
themselves to water when thirsty and serve their own lunch. Older children independently 
go to the toilet and put on their coats and wellingtons before they play outside. Staff are 
aware of each child's individual health or dietary needs and maintain clear records, policies 
and procedures to ensure that these are addressed appropriately. Children discuss the 
health benefits of foods as they investigate different fruits and vegetables. For example, 
they handle and look closely at different fruits, taste some and print in paint with some. 
Toddlers help remove the insides of the pumpkin before it is turned into pumpkin soup for 
them to taste. Children gain an understanding of the need for physical exercise. Babies 
have ample space to roll and crawl. Older children walk with increasing balance across 
stepping stones in the garden. Some planned opportunities to be active include action 
songs, marching games and group movement and dance sessions. Children over the age 
of two effectively develop their physical skills as they enjoy regular visits from a specialist 
instructor who leads balancing and counting games.  
 
Children learn about road safety while on trips in the local area. They also learn about 
safety and people who help us from interesting visitors, such as the police officers with 
their horses and dogs. Children make independent choices, such as what to play with and 
where to play. Sometimes, children are split into their key groups for planned activities, 
story and lunch times. Positive links with professionals from other agencies, such as 
speech and language therapists support children with identified needs. A positive 
relationship with the local schools to which children later attend eases their transition from 
nursery to school. Some links with the church support children's spiritual and moral 
development. For example, children learn to care for others as they collect food items and 
deliver them to the church for the Harvest collection. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision 

 
Children are cared for together in rooms according to their age. Each room is spacious and 
attractively set out with a wide range of accessible resources. This enables children to 
move freely around and access a broad range of experiences. Children on the ground floor 
also enjoy direct access to outdoors, while understandably children on the first floor are 
taken in groups. Staff demonstrate a secure understanding of the areas of learning and 
how children learn. They effectively support children to make good progress towards the 
early learning goals. 
 
One of the growing strengths of the nursery is the clearly defined line of management. 
Room leaders are deliberately not allocated a key group of children. This enables them to 
provide support for staff and oversee the assessment and planning systems to ensure they 
are effective. Similarly, room leaders are monitored and supported by a staff member with 
Early Years Professional Status. In turn, the nursery manager and the registered provider 
provide support and in-house training where appropriate to increase the knowledge, skills 
and understanding of staff. The management and staff team have a good capacity to 
maintain improvement. There are strong links between identified priorities and plans for 
improvement. Parents and children feed into the evaluation system. Children are consulted 
about aspects of the nursery and their views are displayed on a board in captioned 
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drawings.  
 
All staff have a good awareness of the safeguarding and welfare requirements of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. Clear policies and procedures for safeguarding children are 
understood by all staff and implemented consistently. There is a robust recruitment and 
vetting process followed by an in-depth induction and appraisal system to check and 
monitor staff's suitability to work with children. Staff induction is very thorough with time 
allocated for new staff to get to know the children, parents and other staff across the 
nursery before taking responsibility for a group of children. Staffs' ongoing training needs 
and when their checks should be renewed are easily identified due to a clear staff audit. 
Consequently, opportunities for staff to improve their knowledge, understanding and 
practice are effectively implemented. Systems to monitor staff performance and the 
effectiveness of teaching are in place. Partnerships with parents, external agencies and 
other providers are well established and make a strong contribution to meeting children's 
needs and securing the support they need. 
   
   

The Childcare Register 

The requirements for the compulsory part of the Childcare Register are Met 

The requirements for the voluntary part of the Childcare Register are Met 

  
   
 
   

What inspection judgements mean 

Registered early years provision 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding Outstanding provision is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of all children exceptionally well. This ensures that children are 
very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 2 Good Good provision is effective in delivering provision that meets 
the needs of all children well. This ensures children are ready 
for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 3 Satisfactory Satisfactory provision is performing less well than expectations 
in one or more of the key areas. It requires improvement in 
order to be good.   

Grade 4 Inadequate Provision that is inadequate requires significant improvement 
and/or enforcement. The provision is failing to give children an 
acceptable standard of early years education and/or is not 
meeting the safeguarding and welfare requirements of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. It will be inspected again within 
12 months of the date of this inspection.  
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Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider continues to meet the requirements for 
registration. 

Not Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider does not meet the requirements for 
registration.  

 

Inspection  
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
 

 

 
Setting details 

Unique reference number EY445159 

Local authority Knowsley 

Inspection number 798634 

Type of provision  

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 88 

Number of children on roll 154 

Name of provider Liverpool Nurseries (Cottage) Limited 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 01512930384 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures 
set out in the guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is 
available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Type of provision 
 
For the purposes of this inspection the following definitions apply: 
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Full-time provision is that which operates for more than three hours.  These are usually 
known as nurseries, nursery schools and pre-schools and must deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years Register and pay the higher fee 
for registration. 
 
Sessional provision operates for more than two hours but does not exceed three hours in 
any one day. These are usually known as pre-schools, kindergartens or nursery schools 
and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and pay the lower fee for registration. 
 
Childminders care for one or more children where individual children attend for a period of 
more than two hours in any one day. They operate from domestic premises that are 
usually their own home. They are registered on the Early Years Register and must deliver 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Out of school provision may be sessional or full-time provision and is delivered before or 
after school and/or in the summer holidays. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. Where children receive their 
Early Years Foundation Stage in school these providers do not have to deliver the learning 
and development requirements in full but should complement the experiences children 
receive in school. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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